SBCC MONTHLY UPDATE

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION PROGRAMME,
Purulia, West Bengal.

Key activities in May 2010

» 8,115 families were contacted by animators
and 249 by Village Volunteers (VVs) for IPC
during May 2010.

» Families belonging to marginalised
communities contacted for IPC by caste:

o 1,448 (19.82%) were ST families (Mura,
Mandi, Hansda, Soren, Tudu and
Hembram);

e 1,711 (17.84%) were SC families (Bouri,
Rajwar, Mandal and Sahis);

e 640 (7.89%) Muslim (Ansari and Wali)
families and the remaining belonged to
the general categories.

» 54 VICs formed during this month (total 944
VICs formed since December 2008).

» 789 and 231 households were identified
who were willing to construct latrine and
using it at household level respectively.

> Total drop out detected: 96 school dropout
girls were identified and 18 of them were
put back in schools.

» 39 members of three VICs were orientated
on SBCC.

» 136 families were recognized as SBCC
families.

Hand washing practice adopted by
community. There are 17 families (about 100
people) living in Tola - Dewantanr (village Tulin)
of Tulin GP in Jhalda-l Block. The tola has 5
dug wells; however, there is no tube well
available for drinking water. The literacy rate in
the village is very low. On 25 May a number of
diarrhea cases reported from the Tola. The
SBCC team intervened and facilitated
dissemination of messages on safe hand
washing practices and preparation of ORS with
5 worst affected families. IEC materials were
distributed and hand washing demonstration
was organised for all the families in the village.
The villagers understood the importance of safe
practices and assured that they would follow
these in their day to life.

Kanthi Singh Sardar of Gobindapur village of
Latpoda GP in Barabazar Block has a sanitary
toilet at home and all the members of the family
usie it regularly. However, the family never
practiced hand washing with soap. Upon
receiving IPC from SBCC team and witnessing

the demonstration of correct hand washing
practice the family adopted the same quickly.
Now the family desires to achieve the status of
BCC family of the village as they are also
practicing the other safe behaviours. The
change has influenced several other families of
the village. The family is now taking lead in
spreading the messages of SBCC.

Villagers realized importance of sanitary
latrine at home. There are 45 families living in
the village Antidanga of Kuilapal GP in
Bandowan Block. None of the families were
agreeing to construct sanitary toilet at home
and they did not realise the utility and

benefits of the same even after SBCC team
intervened in the village several times. In May
2010 a sad incident happened at the adjacent
Block, Manbazar II. A wild elephant stampeded
and killed a middle aged woman while she was
out to defecate in an open place early in the
morning. The incident proved to be an eye
opener for the villagers and immediately after
the incident 15 families contacted the Gram
Panchayat regarding the construction of
sanitary toilets at home in order to avoid such
untoward incidents. The SBCC functionaries
are effectively using this incident and mobilizing
other families to construct toilet at home.

Voluntary test for HIV. During the course of
IPC by SBCC team at Chatipara village of
Joypur GP in Joypur Block a family head
named Jhulan Roy Bhandari shown keen
interest in knowing more about HIV and AIDS.
The Animator informed him that HIV test i is
done at District Hospital and in 12 other ICTCs.
The doctors keep the examination result
confidential and that the treatment is available




easily. Upon receiving the information, Mr. Roy
Bhandari shown interest in getting himself
tested in the nearest ICTC.
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At the time of follow up it was confirmed that
Mr. Roy Bhandari got himself tested. Now he is
the lead in the village to spread the messages
on HIV and other key behaviours.

Government Official monitors SBCC field
activities. On 13 May the Block Development
Officer (BDO), Ms. Mukta Arya, IAS, visited 2
Primary schools and Anganwari centres each in
Lowara and Anara village in JJ2 Gram
Panchayat. She specifically asked the students
of these schools about their knowledge and
practices of hand washing with soap. In Lowara
all 37 students present in the Primary School
replied in positive. The BDO was satisfied with
the intensity of field presence of SBCC staff.
She encouraged all the field functionaries of
SBCC to keep up the good work.
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Re-admission of drop out girls through
SBCC's initiative at Chotobakod village of
Hensahatu GP, Jhalda-l Block. During the
course of IPC, 2 school dropout girls were
identified in two houses (BCC H.No.11 and 12)
Asha Kalindi, D/o Banik Kalindi and Guria
Kalindi, D/o Sambhu Kalindi did not continue
their studies after completion of class IV.

On 11 May the BCC team of the block met with
their family members and encouraged them to
re-admit the girls in a high school. The parents
were highly reluctant and informed that girls
could not continue their studies due to poverty
and they are forced to support the domestic
chores and look after the domestic animals.

On 12 May, the BCC team along with local GP
member and a teacher of Patub MSK named
Mr. Madhusudan Mahato met again with the
parents and tried to influence them for the
continuation of the girls’ education.

The ice finally melts and the parents got agreed
to send their daughters to the school. The issue
of providing extra coaching classes to these
girls to catch up with others were resolved as
Mr. Madhusudan Mahato agreed to support
them without charging any tuition fee. The re-
admission finally took place on 14 May.
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VICs act as critical ‘change agent’ and
played key role to disseminate SBCC
messages at the village Kumirdiha (Tola:
Bariati) of Chatuhansa GP, Arsha Block.
There are 35 families in the tola and it is
mainly dominated by ST community. The
VIC orientation took place in November
2009 and the members of VIC expressed
their interest in spreading SBCC messages
thereafter and building social nhorms around
toilet use and other key practices.

During the course of follow up in May 2010,
the SBCC team observed that 22 families
constructed sanitary toilets at their house.
13 more families have expressed
willingness to construct the same. The VIC
members took oath to construct sanitary
toilets in every house of the village.

Monthly Update is prepared jointly by Shri Nirmalendu Khan ADSMC (SBCC Cell, Office of the District Magistrate,
Purulia,) and Shri Bikash Rn. Chakraborty, Project Coordinator (SBCC Project, NGO Kalyan). Technical support
for the the MU provided by Dr. Soumitra Roy, SBCC Consultant.

Next monthly update will be circulated in the Second week of July 2010
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