SBCC MONTHLY UPDATE

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION PROGRAMME,

Purulia, West Bengal.

Key activities in June 2010

» 8,432 families were contacted by animators
and 41 by Village Volunteers (VVs) for IPC
during May 2010.

» Families belonging to marginalised
communities contacted for IPC by caste:

e 1,710 (20.28%) were ST families (Besra,
Majhi, Murmu, Tudu, Bhumij, Sing
Sardar and Mura);

e 1,396 (16.55%) were SC families (Nayak,
Lohar, Sutradhar, Sahu and Mahali);

e 400 (4.74%) Muslim (Ansari, Momin,
Seikh and Ali) families, and the
remaining belonged to the general
categories.

» 60 VICs formed during this month (total
1,004 VICs formed since December 2008).

» 729 and 209 households were identified
who were willing to construct latrine and
using it at household level respectively.

» Total school dropouts detected: 73 school
dropout girls were identified, and 24 of
them were put back in schools.

» 53 members of three VICs were orientated
on SBCC.

» 108 families were recognized as SBCC
families.

SBCC at Hul Divas and dissemination of
SBCC messages in Alchiki dialect at
Kendbona village of Hura GP, Hura Block. Hul
Divas is historically significant for adivasi
communities in the country as this is to
remember those 20,000 Santhals who laid
down their lives in the 1855 uprising against
British alongside the four brothers viz. Sidhu,
Kanhu, Chand and Vairav. This day also
emphasizes on the wider use of the adivasi
dialect called ‘Alchiki’. On 30 June, 155" Hul
Divas was observed in which Block authority
requested SBCC to set up an information kiosk
and disseminate information on 5 key
behaviours so that the participants of the Mela
could be benefitted. Over 5,500 people visited
the mela and enjoyed adivasi nritya, poems,
recitation etc. They visited the SBCC's
information kiosk. A local adivasi boy, who is
also a member of VIC, played key role in
disseminating information in Alchiki, which was
highly appreciated by the tribal masses. Over
1,500 copies of IEC materials were distributed
through the kiosk. Several dignitaries, including

etc. visited the Mela as well as SBCC's
information kiosk.

VICs receive government recognition
through sanitary toilet related scheme
benefits at Ichag GP, Jhalda | Block. 43
participants including PRI members, Pradhan,
Upapradhan, GP officials, GP members,
AWWSs, ASHA and VIC members in a meeting
where discussion took place on importance of
handwashing with soap and use of Sanitary
toilet.

Causes and prevention of spreading of the
water borne diseases like Diarrhea, Typhoid,
Dysentery, Hepatitis etc were also discussed
during the meeting. Mrs. Menaka Nayek, GP
Pradhan, presided over the meeting and
requested the SBCC team to motivate the
villagers for installation of sanitary toilets at the
household level with support from the VIC

members. The participants liked messages
related to sanitary toilets use and took oath to
make the GP a ‘Nirmal GP’ within one year.



VIC members jointly raised the issue of being
covered by the subsidy facilities to construct
sanitary toilets. This facility is, so far, provided
only to the BPL families and the members of
SHGs. Considering the contribution from the
VICs, the GP Pradhan agreed to the appeal.
The order in this regard has been approved by
the BDO of Jhalda | Block.

Al PONSS
This is considered to be a step forward to get
VICs recognised by the community as well as
the administration. We hope that this
recognition will encourage the community to
volunteer for SBCC's activities and the other
blocks will emulate the same.

Student acts as a change agent at Chalka
village of Nadiha-Surulia GP, Para Block. 27
families belong to SC community and most of
the families earn their livelihood through daily
wage labour in the village. These families did
not know the effectiveness of hand washing
with soap before taking meal and after
defecation. All the families were contacted
through IPC and handwashing demonstrations.
Following the intervention of SBCC at least
eight families immediately started the practice
regularly. Interestingly, a student named Usha
Mudi, aged 13 years, D/O Sarat Mudi, is acting
as a change agent to disseminate the
messages of handwashing. She has already
influenced five of her friends to adapt the
practice of hand washing.

DM'’s visit to Sabar Villages in Puncha Block.
The District Magistrate visited Damodarpur and
Gagda villages in Napara GP of this block on 6
Jun 2010. SBCC reported on the issues of high

school dropout of girls and poor health and
hygiene conditions in the villages where Sabars
are living. The District Magistrate wanted to get
first hand experiences of these villages. He
therefore visited those villages and had close
interactions with local youths, women and girls
separately, and through house to house visits in
order to understand the health and hygiene
challenges in these Vvillages. Thorough
discussion took place on the issues related to
drinking water, ICDS, livelihood, aforestation,
health, routine immunisation, PDS, NREGA,
etc. As result, three dropout girls from these
communities were admitted in the hostel of
Kasturba Gandhi Valika Vidyalaya (KGVV) with
the help of the NGO named Literacy India. The
NGO will bear all the expenses on the studies
of these girls up until they pass their higher
secondary education.

Joint initiative of SBCC and Health
Department to promote institutional delivery
and correct breast feeding practice. During
this month three one-day training workshops

were conducted in Manbazar |, Manbazar Il and
Balarampur Blocks in which 286 ICDS

(Anganwari)  workers were trained on
Interpersonal Communication (IPC) to promote
4 Ante Natal Care (ANC), Institutional Delivery,
Post Partum Care (PNC), proper breast feeding
and Routine Immunization (RI). SBCC
conducted these trainings in collaboration with
the Department of Health and Family Welfare of
the district and the block administration. The
Block Medical Officer of Health (BMOH) gave
briefing on promotion of institutional delivery.
The BDO, CDPO, Sabhapati of Panchayat
Samity, Supervisors of ICDS and UNICEF
supported district based Health programme
Consultant took active part as well at the
workshops.



SBCC in an endangered community:
During the inter sectoral coordination
meeting of UNICEF supported interventions
held in Purulia in April 2010, the
Sabhadhipati of the district had requested
the SBCC team to cover a village named
Bhupatipally in Baghmundi block and
organise SBCC activities. The village is
inhabited by a community called ‘Birhor’.
Birhors are one of the most ancient clans
among Santal tribes. They are a jungle
based community and are threatened to be
extinctioned due to their typical lifestyle and
for earning their livelihood. There are about
60 Birhor families living in Bhupatipally who
survive only on local forest sources viz.
collection of honey, hunting and eating wild
animals like pigs, rats, etc. The community
prefers to communicate only in their own
language. They are shy and do not interact
with outsiders.
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SBCC team approached Bhupatipally for
the second time within a year. IPC on five
safe practices were conducted in all 62
households by the Animator Mr. Bijay
Singha, who took the help of a person
belong to the same community and who
knows both  Birhore and Bengali
Languages. Special attention was paid by
BSMC and Block Supervisor for this
intervention. They critically supported IPC

sessions in the village. Issues of
breastfeeding, girl  child  education,
promotion of  institutional delivery,

handwashing, awareness on HIV AIDS

were discussed in phased manner with
different groups like SHG/ Youths of the
village.

Several other activities including barrier
sensitization ~ meeting,  school rally,
handwashing demo, folk media programme
and CD show were organised in the village.
Emphasis was laid on prevention of
diarrhoea by using local contacts and Birhor
language. Formation and orientation of a
VIC was done with village community
members including Niranjan  Shikari,
Dhaniram Shikari, Kanchan Shikari, Parimal
Shikari and Lalmohan Shikari.

It has been observed that some of the
families have learnt to make ropes / threads
from discarded cement bags, plastic
packets, etc. This is a welcome change
which has been brought to the notice of the
District Magistrate, Purulia, in order to
ensure that the government makes special
efforts for livelihood of this isolated and
endangered community.

provided by Dr. Soumitra Roy, SBCC Consultant.

Monthly Update is prepared jointly by District SBCC Cell, Office of the District Magistrate, Purulia and Shri Bikash
Rn. Chakraborty, Project Coordinator (SBCC Project, NGO Kalyan). Technical support for the Monthly Update

Next monthly update will be circulated in the Second week of August 2010
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