SBCC MONTHLY UPDATE

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION PROGRAMME,
Purulia, West Bengal.

Key activities in March 2010

» 9,156 families were contacted by Animators
and 41 by village volunteers (VVs) for IPC
during March 2010.

» Families belonging to  marginalized
communities contacted for IPC by caste:

o 1,779 (19.42%) were ST families (Sing
Sardar, Mura, Mardi, Hansda, Soren,
Tudu, and Hembram);

e 1,711. (18.68%) were SC families (Bouri,
Rajwar, Rajak, Lohar, Sahis, Kalindi);

e 509 (5.55%) Muslim (Ansari, Mirdha)
families and the remaining belonged to
the general categories.

» 23 VICs formed during this month (total 848
VICs formed since December 2008).

» 1,044 and 146 households were identified
who were willing to construct latrine and
using it at household level respectively.

» Total drop out detected: 724 school dropout
girl were identified and 504 of them were
put back in schools.

» 28 members of three VICs were orientated
on SBCC.

» 188 families were recognized as SBCC
families.

ropout girl children are back to school

District and Block SBCC Cells undertook an
intensified activity, in the mode of a special
drive, to bring back dropout girls to schools was
carried out throughout the district during this
month. A total of 718 dropout girls of the age
group 8 -16 were identified in 11 blocks of the
district, the highest being in Puncha block with
333 dropout girls. Coordinated activities were
conducted with the Block administration and
Madhyamik Siksha Kendra (MSK) authorities to
bring back a majority of them to the schools.
493 such dropouts were readmitted in all these
blocks, the highest again in Puncha block with
242 girls while the number is 143 in respect of
Bagmundi block. Since January 2010 SBCC
team has identified 983 dropout girls, out of
which 59% has been brought back to schools.
In order to keep the track of the girls readmitted
as such and to ensure their continued
attendance in the schools, the VICs in Puncha
Block have been activated and a reporting
format for the purpose has been developed.

Wide adoptation of handwashing
practices at Tadagram of Bahara GP,
Para Block.

The village is located at a very difficult- to reach
area adjoining the Jharkhand state. All most all
the families of the village were not given to
handwashing with soap before taking meal or
after defecation until now. Family IPC were
conducted throughout this month. About half of
the 215 families living in the village were
covered with dissemination of messages of
BCC; posters, carrying the messages, were
distributed to all the families. At the time of
follow up at the end of the month it was
observed that about 50 families had started to
practice handwashing with soap before having
meals and after defecation. Some persons like
Chinta Chowdhury, F/15 y and studying in class
VIIl (H.no-61); Chaina Majee, F/14 vy, studying
in Class IX (H.no-64); and Najuma Bibi, F/45 y,
a house wife (H.no-32), came out with the view
that they had never known the importance and
necessity of washing hands with soap and now
they confidently claimed to have already been
adopted to the practice. Considering the
remoteness of the location and the concurrent
backwardness of the village the achievement is
rather significant.
N

oung girls initiate  disseminating

messages on HIV and AIDS at Motilaldih
village of Sukuruthu GP, Barabazar Block.
During a follow up visit in the village on 27 Mar,
about 16 young girls, aged between 14 to 16,
were found to be interested to discuss the
SBCC messages. A meeting was immediately
arranged and that on the same day with 26
participants including the local Gram Panchayat
member, Mr. Mathura Nath Mahato, and some
Youth Club members apart from these young
girls. A detailed discussion took place on HIV
/AIDS, the causes responsible for the spread of
the disease and the ways of building up a
preventive care against it. Some of the young



girls, attending the meeting, expressed their
interest to be proactive in spreading the
messages of HIV through peer group
discussions as most of their friends were
attending school. Further follow up with some of
these girls (Chipali Singh Dev, F/16 y of Class
IX and Bandana Mahato, F/17 Y of class X)
revealed that in-depth discussions on the
subject had taken place several times among
them during their recess and leisure hours. As a
result of this a good number of girls of the peer
group now know the how and why of HIV and

Promotion of colostrums feeding to the
new born at village Majhidih of Tatuara GP,
Jhalda-Il Block.

Bulti Gorai, wife of Ranjit Gorai (H. no. 25) did
not know positive impacts of feeding colostrums
to the new born. At the time of her first delivery
about 3 years back the baby was not given
colostrums, due to the prevailing social beliefs.
As a result the baby was weak and used to
suffer from different ailments frequently. Later
on, the lady attended a couple of SBCC
meetings held at a local high school and in the
GP office and she gained knowledge of
Colostrums feeding. At the time of her 2™
delivery in December 2009 she was determined
to feed colostrums to the new born. She fought
hard to overcome the insistence of her mother-
in-law to feed goat milk to the new born in place
of Sal dud (Colostrums). Indeed, she fed the
baby with colostrums and now she relishes with
a satisfactory feeling that her second baby is
appearing to be healthier than her first one.

he importance of Education dawns upon

the parents of Drop-out children at lloo
village of lloo Jargo GP, Jhalda | Block.
The village has five different schools, however,
about 20 children of a small pocket called
‘Kalindi para’ within the village were not
attending the school due to the ignorance of the
parents. The Headmaster of the primary School

tried to motivate the parents in this regard, but
to no avail. When the SBCC team started
conducting IPC in the village, the headmaster of
the school sought its help to get these dropout
children readmitted. The SBCC Team of the
block took special initiative and met the parents
of these children several times and discussed
on the importance of education. The ice finally
melt and the parents got agreed to send their
children to school. On 26 Mar all 20 children
took admission in lloo Primary School.
Presently the SBCC team is working with the
local VIC members to keep the track of these
children to prevent any subsequent drop out.

IC's initiative in installation of sanitary

toilet at Khairi village of Lakhanpur GP,
Hura Block.
A Schedule Caste dominated village in which
185 families belong to this community out of
409 households. The village has an active VIC
where Gram Panchayat Resource Person
(GPRP), Smt. Malati Lohar is a member of VIC.
During the follow up visit by the SBCC team of
the block almost all the members of the 14 SHG
(155 families) had declared their willingness to
construct sanitary toilets in their houses. To set
the ball rolling sanitary toilets were constructed
in the houses of all the 12 members of VIC
followed by other members of SHGs.
Encouraged by the feat the SBCC team held
special meetings with the club members and
other villagers in coordination with the GPRP to
motivate everyone to follow suit. Another 40
families have deposited money with the Gram
Panchayat in order to have the latrine
constructed in their houses. We expect that this
will encourage many other communities to have
their own household latrines.

In a similar way during the IPC in Shilford
village of Baragram GP, Joypur Block 35
families got identified who were willing to
construct sanitary toilets. The Animator of
SBCC took quick action to contact the GPRP,
Smt. Kabita Mahato, who is also a member of
VIC, and sought her help in the construction of
the sanitary latrines in these houses. 31
families deposited their share of the cost
immediately and all the installations as such
have since been completed. The Gram Unnyan
Samiti (GUS) members and the Rural Sanitary
Mart (RSM) too helped the SBCC team in the
initiative. The team has been working further
towards motivating all the members of these
families to make a proper use of the sanitary
toilets, so constructed.

Monthly Update is prepared jointly by Shri Nirmalendu Khan ADSMC (SBCC Cell, Office of the District Magistrate,
Purulia,) and Shri Bikash Rn. Chakraborty, Project Coordinator (SBCC Project, NGO Kalyan). Technical support
for the preparation of the MU is provided by Dr. Soumitra Roy, SBCC Consultant.

Next monthly update will be circulated in the Second week of May 2010
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